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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of the Application 

1. Claims 1-38 are pending in this application. 

2. Claims 16-38 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b), as being drawn to nonelected inventions ll-IV. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 1 recites the limitation "a server configured for receiving the request and 
enabling the purchaser to locate a retail network node at which the requested item is 
available, the node being provided outside a local retail network corresponding to the 
point of sale selected for delivery, a path being arranged for routing the item from the 
node to the selected point of sale". The limitation as phrased is viewed to be vague and 
indefinite because it is unclear what the applicant is referring to. It is unclear what the 
applicant is implying as being delivered. Also, it is unclear what the phrase "a path 
being arranged for routing the item from the node to the selected point of sale" is 
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implying or limiting. Applicant is requested to construct claims eliminating ambiguity and 
clarifying what he is referring to. 

6. Claim 2 recites the limitation "a first server associated with a selected node of 
the retail network located outside a regional network having the point of sale selected 
for delivery, and configured for receiving the request if the item is not available in the 
regional network, the first server being further configured for arranging a delivery path 
for delivery the item from the selected node to the selected point of sale". The limitation 
as phrased is viewed to be vague and indefinite because it is unclear what the applicant 
is referring to. It is unclear what the applicant is implying as being delivered. Also, the 
phrase "receiving the request if the item is not available in the regional network" is 
viewed to be vague and indefinite because it stipulates a conditional limitation. 
Language that suggests or makes optional but does not require steps to be performed 
or does not limit a claim to a particular structure does not limit the scope of a claim or 
claim limitation. Applicant is requested to construct claims eliminating ambiguity and 
clarifying what he is referring to. 

7. Claim 14 recites the limitations "the district distribution node". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Applicant did not specify as 
to what "distribution node" he is referring to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-15, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Perkowski (US Publication No. 2003/0009392 A1). 

10. Perkowski shows a system for processing orders supported by multiple retail 
networks and comprising a client terminal for sending a request providing indication of 
an item being purchased and indication of a point of sale selected for delivery of the 
item, together with an identifier of a purchaser (Abstract), the system comprising: a 
server configured for receiving the request and enabling the purchaser to locate a retail 
network node at which the requested item is available, the node being provided outside 
a local retail network corresponding to the point of sale selected for delivery, a path 
being arranged for routing the item from the node to the selected point of sale (Abstract, 
Figure 2, Paragraphs [0107], [0232], [0416], [1002]). A second server configured for 
arranging a return path for return of an item returned by a customer from a point of 
sales selected by the customer for return to a selected node (Figure 2, Paragraphs 
[0107], [0232]). A two-directional transfer of goods between regional node and selected 
node (Figure 2). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Faris Almatrahi whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3326. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Faris Almatrahi/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 

FA 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



